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Welcome
Our Mission:
To mobilize the world to report crime
anonymously.
Crime Stoppers International (CSI) is a non-profit
umbrella organisation for a global network of more
than 800 national and local Crime Stoppers programs
operating in 29 countries across seven geographic
Regions.

Our remit is simple – to promote the empowerment
of individuals to share information about crime
anonymously, leading to safer, more sustainable
societies.
Our unique network provides reporting platforms for
anyone to share what they know or suspect about
crime and criminal activity, confidently and
anonymously.
Guaranteed anonymity from a trusted independent
body overcomes barriers to reporting information
about crime direct to law enforcement – including
the prevalence of a very real fear of police in many
cultures.

Reporting information about crime or criminals can
put the safety and wellbeing of some people, and
their families, at risk; they may have a violent partner
or live on the criminal fringe, causing them to have
genuine concerns around retaliation or payback.

Our Guarantee:
When someone shares information
with Crime Stoppers,
their identity will never be exposed.

Region 1 – USA
Region 2 – Canada
Region 3 – Caribbean, Bermuda & Latin America
Region 4 – Europe
Region 5 – Australia, New Zealand, Asia
Region 6 – Southern & West Pacific
Region 7 – Africa
Targets – proposed expanded footprint
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Partner with us
Our Vision:
To help stop, solve and
prevent crime globally.
CSI partners with governments, law enforcement,
business, civil society and the media in an effort to
reduce, prevent and solve transnational crime and
criminal activity linked to human trafficking,
environmental and wildlife crime, cybercrime, illicit
trade, financial crime, and the hunt for international
fugitives.
Our work involves helping to disrupt serious and
organised crime networks; educating and
encouraging communities to share the information
they have; developing and executing global anticrime campaigns and delivering capacity building and
advocacy initiatives.
In encouraging individual citizens to anonymously
share information about transnational and organised
crime, CSI directly contributes to the development of
sustainable societies and supports specific UN
Sustainable Development Goals and targets.
In particular, violent crime (target 16.1), trafficking in
persons (targets 5.2, 8.7 and 16.2), access to justice
and rule of law (target 16.3), illicit financial flows,
trafficking of firearms and organised crime (target
16.4) and corruption (target 16.5) as well as violence
against women (target 5.2), urban security (target

11.7), wildlife trafficking (target 15.7) and illegal
fishing (targets 14.4. and 14.6).
This work requires ongoing funding. The support of
partners and sponsors is critical.
Tackling transnational crime is well beyond the
capabilities of individual governments, law
enforcement agencies, NGOs or business
corporations. It demands a constant and concerted
effort by all of us.
CSI cannot achieve its remarkable results, without
support from others who share our values and
commitment, and who want to make a genuine
contribution to creating safer societies.
We provide tangible means to support, partner or
collaborate to mitigate the threats posed by
transnational crime and organised criminal networks.
An investment in Crime Stoppers International helps
to improve and extend our:
•
•
•

anonymous crime reporting capabilities
awareness, advocacy and capacity building
activities; and
global campaigns and initiatives.

Just as every piece of information can help solve
crime, every dollar invested in CSI can make a
difference.

If you or your business want to make a
difference … partner with Crime
Stoppers International.
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Our focus
Transnational criminal markets criss-cross the planet
conveying drugs, arms, trafficked women and
children, toxic waste, stolen natural resources or
protected animals and animal parts.
Hundreds of billions of dollars of dirty money flows
around the world every year, distorting local
economies, corrupting institutions, and fuelling
conflict. Transnational organised crime is a central
issue in international affairs, an important factor in
the global economy, and an immediate reality for
people around the world.

also – most likely due to an increase in sensitive and
valuable data being shared online, such as clinical
trial details and credit card information.
Despite an increased focus on cybersecurity,
cybercrime will remain a large-scale corporate
concern for the foreseeable future. The World
Economic Forum (WEF) estimates that between
2019–2023, approximately US$5.2 trillion in global
value will be at risk from cyberattacks.i

Given this interconnectivity, CSI focuses on
encouraging communities to share information about
transnational crime and criminal activity linked to the
following six areas:

At the same time, Europol reports cybercrime is
becoming more aggressive and confrontational
across high-tech crimes, data breaches and sexual
extortion.ii Online crime causing serious harm and
posing very real physical threats to victims
worldwide, particularly children, is a constantly
evolving phenomenon, with Europol identifying the
distribution of child sexual exploitation material and
live-streaming of child sexual abuse as key threats.

Cybercrime – having surpassed illegal drug

Environmental and wildlife crime – the

trafficking as a criminal money-maker, cybercrime
continues to grow at an incredibly fast pace with new
trends constantly emerging as criminal networks
capitalise on the speed, convenience and anonymity
of the internet.

world’s flora and fauna are at great risk from
criminals with the theft of nature representing huge
profits along the entire supply chain, from poaching
and transportation to processing and selling. This
includes illegal trade in wild flora, fauna and marine
life, loss of forests (eg illegal logging and trade in
timber), smuggling of ozone-depleting substances
and illicit trade of hazardous waste.

Many ‘cyber-enabled’ crimes are not necessarily new
– such as theft, fraud, illegal gambling, the sale of
fake medicines – but they have taken on a new online
dimension. While no industry is untouched by the
growing cost of cybercrime, banking is the most
affected.
Similarly, life sciences companies and the travel
industry find themselves being increasingly targeted

The attraction of vast financial gains against low risk
of detection and scarce conviction rates has seen
criminal networks and organised crime groups exploit
illicit transnational trafficking of wild fauna and flora,
supplying consumption that is often thousands of
kilometres from the source.
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Critically, the same routes used to smuggle wildlife
across countries and continents are often used to
traffic weapons, drugs and people. Likewise, the
level of organisation associated with environmental
and wildlife crime indicates strong links with theft,
document fraud and corruption, and often occurs
hand in hand with counterfeiting, money laundering
and murder.
The World Bank reports illegal logging, fishing and
wildlife trade have an estimated value of US$1 trillion
or more per year. At the same time, governments in
source countries forego an estimated US$7-12 billion
each year in potential fiscal revenues not collected
due to illegal logging, fishing, and, in some instances,
wildlife trade.iii

Financial crime – also known as economic crime –
threatens people in every aspect of their lives: at
home, at work, online and offline. It includes crimes
such as theft, fraud, deception, blackmail, corruption
and money-laundering.
To so-called white-collar criminals and large-scale
serious and organised crime gangs, the possibilities
for making money illicitly are seemingly endless, with
risks appearing low and returns high. To avoid
detection, stolen funds can cross many physical and
virtual borders before reaching a final destination. As
a result, detection and prosecution are hampered by
the complexity of investigations required, the level of
international cooperation needed and, for internet
offences, the establishment of jurisdiction.

Financial crime is estimated to cost the global
economy US$2.4 trillion per annum.iv

Human trafficking – also known as modern-day
slavery – is almost always a form of organised crime
and is one of the fastest growing criminal enterprises
in the world. Profits generated from this illicit trade
are estimated to exceed US$150 billion annually;
US$99 billion of which comes from commercial sexual
exploitation.v
Almost every country in the world is affected by
human trafficking and the trend for the average
number of detected and reported victims per country
has been steadily increasing. For example, it is
estimated there are now 45.8 million modern-day
slaves worldwide – more than at any other time in
our history. One in 4 of these are children.vi
Men, women and children are exploited for a wide
range of purposes, including forced labour, sexual
exploitation, domestic servitude, forced marriage,
child soldiers, illegal adoption, and organ removal.
While stories about human trafficking tend to focus
on forced prostitution, persons trafficked for slavery,
including child labour, and for forced marriage are
statistically greater.
Only 66,000 of the estimated 45.8 million slaves
globally are rescued per annum, which means less
than 0.2% of victims are being identified and helped
each year.vii

Over and above the immediate social and economic
impact to individuals and businesses, financial crime
is often closely linked to violent crime and terrorism.
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Illicit trade – the production, import, export,

International fugitives – pose a serious threat to

purchase, sale or possession of goods that fail to
comply with a country’s legislation is a major and
growing problem worldwide. Fake and counterfeit
products are a scourge on the global trading system,
and a significant source of funding for organised
crime and terrorist organisations.

public safety worldwide and locating them requires a
high level of cooperation between governments,
police authorities and international organisations.
Often travelling between countries, sometimes using
stolen or fraudulent travel documents, fugitives on
the run are also opportunistic and tend to finance
their ongoing flight or new lifestyle through further
criminal activities.

Although difficult to measure, almost every sector of
society and every product category is affected by
illicit trade. The WEF estimates financial losses across
11 industrial sectors at US$1.6 to $2.2 trillion per
year. This means businesses are unable to compete
fairly; invest to the maximum extent to protect and
create jobs and products; or increase their profits and
make higher contributions to local, state and national
taxes.

One of the most powerful tools in tracking
international fugitives is an INTERPOL Red Notice,
which is circulated to police in 194 countries and
seeks the provisional arrest of a wanted person with
a view to extradition.
In 2019, INTERPOL issued 13,377 Red Notices,
bringing the total Red Notices in circulation to
approximately 62,000, with some 7,000 of these
being public.xi

Collectively, the value of illicit trade and transnational
criminal activity is estimated at between 8% and 15%
of global GDP.viii
Losses are not only financial, however.

Since 2009, INTERPOL has conducted Operation
INFRA (International Fugitives Round Up and Arrest) –
a global fugitive hunt for the world’s most wanted
criminals – focusing on either a particular region or
type of crime each year. These criminals have
committed murder, child sexual abuse, drug
trafficking, organised crime, people smuggling,
human trafficking and money laundering.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates the
death toll attributable to counterfeit medicines to be
more than 1 million persons annually.ix And, while it
is often assumed high-income countries are not
impacted, the OECD reports that an analysis of
counterfeit medicines penetrating legitimate supply
chains found upper and lower-middle income
countries comprised 93% of all cases. In addition, the
health damage due to fake medicines was almost
equally distributed between developed and
developing countries at 43.7% and 56.3%,
respectively.x

Since 2010, Crime Stoppers globally has supported
INTERPOL’s Operation INFRA.
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Our results
Crime Stoppers International has a strong track
record for delivering remarkable results.
Since its genesis in Albuquerque, New Mexico in
1976, information anonymously shared with Crime
Stoppers has led to the arrest of more than 1 million
criminals; the seizure of over US$9 billion worth of
illicit drugs; and the disruption of many organised
criminal networks.
The following are some of the major activities and
successes Crime Stoppers International and its
affiliated programs were involved in during 2019.
January – signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with Entreprise et Diplomatie, a subsidiary of
the foremost European provider of strategic
intelligence, ADIT Group, providing for the free
exchange of views and data on issues related to illicit
trade and other forms of criminality.
February, Region 3 – hosted the Illicit Trade and its
impact on the financial sector in Panama seminar in
collaboration with the University of Panama.
Attendees included representatives from the Ministry
of Public Security, national Police, customs Colon
Free Zone, and financial and legal sectors.
February, Region 5 – results of a major independent
research project, commissioned to determine the
economic and social impact of Crime Stoppers
Australia, found an economic return on investment
of AU$11.15 was realised for every dollar invested,
and 82% of respondents felt safer knowing the
program existed.

March – participated in the OECD Task Force meeting
on countering illicit trade along with the Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI), the World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) and others.
March – signed an MOU with the World Free Zones
Organization (WFZO) to raise awareness and fight
various crime types in Free Zones around the world,
including drug trafficking, robbery, gang-related
crime, waste material disposal, corruption,
intellectual property infringements, illicit trade,
money laundering and terrorism.
March – signed an MOU with the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, Ukraine, to collaboratively create mechanisms
allowing citizens to easily report criminal offences,
including anonymously.
March – hosted a human trafficking workshop in the
Hague, Netherlands, to mark news broadcaster,
CNN’s #My Freedom Day initiative.
March, Region 5 – Crimestoppers NZ recorded the
highest ever number of calls for a month linked to the
Christchurch mosque terrorist attacks that saw 51
people killed and 49 seriously injured.
March, Region 5 – concluded a six-month Dob in a
Dealer campaign, focused on targeting the
manufacture, supply and trafficking of ice and other
illicit drugs, that generated a 65% increase in drugrelated information reports provided to police.
April, Region 3 – conducted a regional workshop on
Trade-Based Money Laundering in collaboration with
Latin American anti-money laundering group,
GAFILAT, featuring speakers from the OECD, Inter-
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American Development Bank (IDB), US Dept of
Treasury, US Immigration & Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and Customs & Border Protection (CBP), and the
Siracusa International Institute. Attended by customs
directors, prosecutors, and chiefs of financial
intelligence units from 17 Central and Latin American
countries, the forum influenced new Regulations
making illicit trade activities more difficult in the
Colon Free Trade Zone.

September – the inaugural Filipino Crime Stoppers
entity was established in Mandalyoung, Philippines.

June – hosted stakeholder meetings and roundtable
discussions in Singapore with a view to establishing
multi-sectoral relationships.

September, Region 7 – since launching in mid-2018,
Crimestop’s self-harm/suicide intervention program
has saved 112 lives. The program is alerted when a
Facebook algorithm detects an imminent suicide
threat, launching a rapid online investigation,
followed by activation of a local 24/7 negotiator.

June – following a successful two-day evaluation
mission, Crime Stoppers Ukraine was granted
affiliation status.
July, Region 3 – coordinated an anti-illicit trade
capacity building workshop in Trinidad for police,
customs, IP officials, and representatives from the
Manufacturers’ Association and Chamber of
Commerce. A comprehensive public awareness
campaign followed.
August – selected by International Air Transport
Association (IATA) and ROUTES Partnership (ie USAID,
WWF, IATA) to develop an industry-specific Wildlife
Trafficking Reporting mobile app for use globally by
the aviation industry.
August, Region 3 – received special recognition at the
Annual INTERPOL Meeting for Latin America and the
Caribbean Region, for its role in disseminating ‘Red
Alerts’ for wanted fugitives believed to be resident in
El Salvador.

September, Region 3 – coordinated an anti-illicit
trade capacity building workshop including product
authentication training in Barbados, attended by
police, customs, IP officials, and representatives from
the Manufacturers’ Association and Chamber of
Commerce.

October – conducted the 40th Annual CSI Conference
in Singapore with the theme, Cybercrime: creating
partnerships to mitigate cyber threats. It was
attended by representatives from INTERPOL,
ASEANAPOL, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI)
and other law enforcement agencies, plus UK
Intellectual Property Office, IATA, WWF, The Mekong
Club, Asia Pacific banks, EuroCham Singapore and
others.
October – presented the CSI Annual Awards
recognising individuals, programs, activities and
campaigns from around the world for excellence and
contribution to the achievement of the CSI vision.
October – in recognition of our reporting platforms
being a key tool to combat financial crime, CSI was
invited to join the GCFFC (Global Coalition to Combat
Financial Crime) alongside EUROPOL, WEF, Refinitiv,
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RUSI, Fleishman Hillard and the Institute of
International Finance.
October, Region 2 – presented at the Fraud AntiCounterfeiting Conference in Toronto attended by
brand managers of the largest manufacturers around
the world, politicians and law enforcement
representatives.
November – signed an MOU with financial crime
intelligence specialist, RisikoTek, to explore the
building of a shared intelligence centre with a focus
on financial crime and money laundering.
November – partnered with INTERPOL on its global
Business Email Compromise cyber campaign.
December, Region 5 – an illicit trade tip-off to Crime
Stoppers launched a major operation by NZ Customs
resulting in the seizure of 2 million cigarettes, three
properties worth NZ$6 million, NZ$4 million in cash,
two luxury cars and the arrest of three individuals. A
subsequent search of two sea containers en-route to
New Zealand found another 700,000 cigarettes.
Customs believe the offending spanned several years
with revenue evaded of at least NZ$18 million.
December, Region 5 – partnered with Airbnb to
deliver safety information sessions to the platform’s
hosts and their guests via a dedicated online portal.
All year, Region 6 – Crime Stoppers Western Pacific
maintained its active seat on the Human Trafficking
Intervention Coalition, a regional group comprising
local and federal law enforcement, government and
non-profit support groups.

All year, Region 7 – the #Take Back the Tax
campaign, that calls on South Africa’s authorities to
act against the trade of illicit cigarettes which
accounts for R8 billion per annum in lost tax revenue,
disrupted the operations of several major
distributors.

Our governance
CSI is governed by a Supervisory Board that
represents great breadth and depth of skills,
experience and expertise. The Board is presided over
by President Sharon Hanlon (Australia), Vice
President Yusuf Abramjee (Africa) and 2nd Vice
President James Arenovski (Pacific). Directors of the
Board are nominated representatives, most often a
national chairperson or executive board member,
from each of CSI’s seven Regions.
The Supervisory Board determines organisational
strategy and is supported by three standing subcommittees:
•
•
•

Governance
Finance & Risk
Communications & Marketing

CSI is also capably supported by an Advisory Council
that provides guidance in strategic planning and
operational activity. The Council comprises subject
matter experts and leaders from the law
enforcement community, the legal profession,
corporate sector, and academia. All are recognised
for their extensive expertise in their field of
endeavour, which is of an international nature.
Credit: Jabruson
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Our memberships and
affiliations
To achieve our mission, CSI facilitates cooperation
among many different stakeholders in the fight to
stop, solve and prevent transnational crime –
governments, international agencies, global
corporations, law enforcement authorities and the
media.
We are especially proud of our Cooperation
Agreement with INTERPOL, the only civil society
organisation to have such an arrangement, and our
MOU with the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime. We are also honoured to be a Member or
have in place formal MOUs, agreements and
cooperative arrangements with the following:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GCFFC – Global Coalition to Fight Financial
Crime: along with Europol, World Economic
Forum, Refinitiv, Institute of International
Finance
WFZO – World Free Zones Organization
IATA – International Air Transport Association
WWF – World Wildlife Fund
Entreprise et Diplomatie
RisikoTek Pte
OCCCRP – Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project
Crystal Blockchain BV
International Cyber Academy
IIPCIC – International Intellectual Property
Crime Investigator College

•
•
•
•
•

ACAMS – Association of Certified Anti-Money
Laundering Specialists
The CNN Freedom Project
Airline Ambassadors International
Uber Technologies Inc
Law enforcement in addition to INTERPOL –
ASEANAPOL, Australian Federal Police,
Homeland Security Investigations, Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, South Africa Police
Service

END NOTES: all referenced websites were accessed the week commencing 25 May 2020
i

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/11/cost-cybercrime-cybersecurity/
https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas-and-trends/crime-areas/cybercrime
iii
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/482771571323560234/WBGReport1017Digital.pdf
iv
https://www.refinitiv.com/content/dam/marketing/en_us/documents/reports/true-cost-of-financial-crime-global-focus.pdf
v
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/human-trafficking-numbers
vi
https://themekongclub.org/the-issue/
vii
https://themekongclub.org/the-issue/
viii
https://www.tracit.org/faqs.html
ix
https://www.roche.com/sustainability/anti-counterfeiting/fighting-fake-medicines.htm
x
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/ad927008-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/ad927008-en
xi
https://www.interpol.int/en/How-we-work/Notices/Red-Notices
ii
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